Moy

{fm i

CHOE

LK. Dt Army and Nary Shoth, Maniage ant Dvach Roconde, 705 1960 e K. Mot

Telegrazn i~ Navy Atcounts. Londes. ”

1o roply paaae enike.
Boo B8el: 2o f3)861/23. ; Admiralty,
The Aomoamtast Gumewl of (he Narvy,
Admininy, Kondon, 8, 1
I»Aprll 1923.
¢
3 Madam,
= Wiih rof¥Mnce to the letier from this <
®- zmr;:otmuwu‘u'::;nas‘rmuuum;'
PO O tchings, Chief xr
% . 1 have to inform you that a dstailed

middle wateh, X
= deck, was not oocoupiod up to £.30 that morning and’ another

Chief Stoker lashed it up, prosuming your husband hsd gone

elsewhoro to sleop; but am he did not put in sn A o8

8t d tizme his went in search of him. He

oould not be found, however, and sbout 8,20 5t was roported

that ho weas misaing. Aftor s thorough search had proved

unavailing the ship's course was sltered and at full speed,

she rotraced her course as far as the positicn she was in

at 4.30 a.m. Extras lookouts were placed and when the ship |

resched the position lg‘d wag reduced to "slow". Ko trace

of your h'q:hhm oonld !on:: bazwr. and x:;nu;n tully
7 V.3 UT Y ‘-&". on_drowned. *.

wag' m»ﬁsmu fall Naval honours. .

| Your husdand's Mng:ulnu wag the subject of
careful enquiry and it was found t he was lost overboard
probably tetwoen 4,30 ané 6,15 on the morning of the 10th
ultimo. |  There was no evidence to suggost foul play or
which pointed to the likelihood of =n #ocident.

I have to udd that the Commanding O0fficer of
H.M. 8, "BIEMINGHAN®, in transmitting the report, exprossed his
vory deep regrot st <o loBg 0f & Chief Stoker who had served
his country well bOth in pesce and war.

1 sa, Medam

¥rs B.A. Hutchingo, |
Bast Prewla, |

ok .
South Dayon.
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LS. "Birxinghen"™
- at Bombay,
¢ 12¢5 Maveh, 1923,

Dear Mrs Hutehings,

I Go*ply regret %o hawe %o inferm you that your
hushand Chief Btoker ¥ official

n Musbar Devonport 302630, late of H.IL,S."JOUTHAKPION" fe1l
overbosrd and was drowned the day after wo left Colcabo on our
return voyage to England.

- No one saw him fall over the side.

Ha was found to be mimsing at 8.30 s.m, on Saturday, 10th March
And I sscertained that b waa last seen at 4,30 a.m I turned-
the akip reusd sad ssarched for hlm for sight bears, but I am
nmumvﬂnn-ﬁ‘g}o_o_l;____ﬁ__ -
I have stroagly recommesded to the Admiralty that you shosld
B0 swarded pension on the 2ighest scale.

Although, ne your husband bad only beem in my ship for a few
days, I 414 not know him persomally, I see By Xis record that
he had served hia country well during the war, being once
dangeronsly wounded and twice blewn wup.

1t i» sach menss your lste husband who have halped to build

up our Bxpire. His less is folt keonly by his messmstes.

| Yours truly,

b P

CAPTAINM

/ ‘x Elagabridgs, DEVOS. .
IR

5.8, I enclome nmjﬂf‘ anal made by the Cemander-in-Chisf

LCOPY OP SIGNAL.

PROM.....Tha Commander-ineChief, East Indles .
T04.0....The Commanding Officer H,U.S."Birminghem".
Date.....21th March, 1923,

Your 1300/10, Much regret to hear sad news.
A1l concernsd are being informed.

Ascentrycoa SN0, 12
1923
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